
 

Resource Sheet 2.3 – The causes of trafficking 

 
 

                                          POVERTY 
 

Traffickers target poor communities where children may not be 
attending schools as their parents cannot afford to pay fees and buy 
uniform. These traffickers bribe, coerce and lie to families promising 
that their children will be educated, gain employment as domestic 

servants, in restaurants or factories. Then they transport the children 
long distances, sometimes across borders. Families send their 

children as they have been led to believe that they will have more 
opportunities to be educated and make money, not knowing the awful 

exploitation that awaits them. 
 

 
 

GENDER DISCRIMINATION 

 

In many societies, men are in higher positions of power than women, 
socially and economically. As a result of poverty and gender 

discrimination, girls are less like to be educated than boys and are 
sometimes forced to marry early. This severely limits their life 

chances and makes them more vulnerable to being trafficked for 
forced labour and sexual exploitation. 

 

 

WAR, NATURAL DISASTERS AND POLTICAL INSTABILITY 

 

War and civil unrest can lead to population displacement and family 
breakdowns. Children become orphaned and many end up on the 

streets which makes them vulnerable to being trafficked. Poverty and 
hunger place children in a situation where they are trafficked into 

forced labour in exchange for food or shelter. 
 

 



 
 
 

FAMILY BREAKDOWNS 

 

When families become homeless or are forced to move as a result of 
war or poverty, when a parent becomes ill, dies or abandons the 

family, the remaining parent may be unable to care for or provide for 
their children sufficiently. Sometimes children run away or their 
parents will consent to them leaving their home for the hope of a 

better life. 
 

 
 

 

GLOBALISATION 

 

The greater movement of people and goods has made it easier for 
traffickers to transport children across borders. Globalisation has also 
led to increased unemployment, reduced wages and cut spending on 
the basic provisions for health and education has plunged more 

families into poverty. The rise in competition amongst corporations for 
low prices for export commodities produced in developing countries 

has increased the demand for cheap child labour. 

 
 

      

                  

WEAK LAWS 

Efforts to fight trafficking may be crippled by inadequate laws or weak 
law enforcement. Often police are underpaid, overworked and lack 
resources which make them an easy target for bribery from those 

involved in the trafficking process. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

PERPETUATION OF POVERTY 
 

Many working children do not have the opportunity to go to school 
and often grow up to be unskilled adults trapped in poorly paid jobs. 
They in turn will look to their own children to supplement the family’s 

income. 
 
 

 

THE LURE OF RECRUITERS  

People are often trafficked by other people that they may know, like a 
friend of a friends or a distant relative. Traffickers often use such 
recruiters to establish a trusting relationship with the trafficked 

person. Recruiters will also make false promises to those they target, 
offering high wages and good opportunities. 

 

 

GREENER GRASS SYNDROME 

 

People can fall into a trafficker’s hands by the lure of the promise of a 
better life abroad. This could include higher salaries and a better 

standard of living; greater job mobility and opportunities for 
professional advancement and more options for acquiring new skills 

and education. 
 


