
Resource Sheet 3.2 – Trafficked into cannabis factory 

 

Trafficked child cannabis grower in the UK  

 

Cannabis farms are being run in houses across the UK and manned by trafficked 

people including children aged 14-16 from Vietnam and China who are locked in 

the houses to water the cannabis plants. Children have been found sleeping in 

cupboards or attics to make more space for the plants and are in danger from fire 

or electrocution as electricity supplies are rewired. 

 

When police raid the factories, they arrest everyone who is present including 

children. Children are then classed as illegal immigrants and charged with 

committing drugs offences. Young people are taken to court facing charges 

relating to cannabis cultivation, which carry a maximum sentence of fourteen 

years.  

 

Anti-Slavery International and other organisations like ECPAT believe that 

children who are trafficked and forced to commit criminal offences should not be 

treated as criminals but should be seen and treated as victims of exploitation and 

given specialist care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Trafficked child cannabis grower’s story*  

I was born in a small village in Vietnam but my parents sent me to live with my 

aunt in the city when I was 14, as they were too poor to take proper care of me 

and my brothers. My aunt made me do all the housework – I was able to go to 

school which made me really happy, but I could not concentrate as I was too 

tired from doing all the housework. One day my aunt introduced me to a man 

who she said would take me to England where I could get a job and make a lot of 

money. I was sad to leave, but excited that I could help my family by working. 

When we got to England, we went to a house which looked nice from the outside, 

the inside smelled really funny and it was full of plants. I slept at the top of the 

house with 10 other boys and girls around my age. When I woke up the next 

morning, I was told that my job was to water the plants. We were not allowed to 

go outside and I always felt dizzy from the smell of the plants. A few weeks later, 

the police burst into the door and started arresting everyone. They took me to a 

jail – I didn’t know what I had done wrong.  

* This story is based on a number of experiences of boys trafficked into cannabis factories in the 

UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


