
Trafficking in Human Beings

What is trafficking?
Who does it affect?
What are the effects of trafficking?
How can we end trafficking?



Anti-Slavery International

Founded in 1839, we are committed to 
eliminating all forms of slavery by:

• campaigning for its eradication,

• supporting local organisations’ initiatives to 
release and rehabilitate people,

• pressing for implementation of laws against 
this abuse.



What is trafficking?

ACTION:

Recruitment,
transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of 

persons

MEANS:

Threat, use of force, 
coercion, abduction, fraud, 
deception, abuse of power
or vulnerability, or giving 
payments or benefits to a 
person controlling a victim

PURPOSES:

Exploiting the prostitution of 
others, sexual exploitation, 

forced labour, slavery and the 
removal of organs



What is the difference between smuggling 
and trafficking? Consent

CONSENT:

Smuggling: someone knowingly pays a facilitator 
to transport them to another country through 

irregular migration routes

Trafficking: person is forced or tricked into 
leaving their community through regular or 
irregular migration routes. Even if the person 
agreed to leaving the country, consent is taken 
away through the use of force or deception



What is the difference between smuggling 
and trafficking? - Exploitation

Exploitation

Smuggling: relationship between smuggler and 
smuggled person ends when they arrive at 

destination

Trafficking: exploitation continues after arrival at 
destination (person is not free to leave and forced 
to work under conditions they have not agreed to)



What is the difference between smuggling 
and trafficking? - Transnationality

Transnationality

Smuggling: always crossing a border through 
irregular means (back of a lorry, boats etc)

Trafficking: can happen within a country (i.e you 
can be trafficked from Manchester to London) it 

just involves removing a person from their 
community for the purpose of exploitation



Trafficking Figures

• It is estimated that 2.5 million people 
worldwide in forced labour as a result of 
trafficking 
– 1.4 m – 56% in Asia and Pacific

– 270,000 – 10.8% in industrialised countries 250,000 – 10% 
in Latin America an Caribbean

– 230,000 – 9.2% in Middle East and Northern Africa

– 200,000 – 8% in transition countries

– 130,000 -5.2% in sub-Saharan countries

• Estimated US$ 31.6 billion made from 
trafficking each year. 



What kind of work are people trafficked 
into?

Construction

Farm work

Hotel and 

restaurant work

Forced begging

Domestic 

work

Prostitution

Selling fake 

DVDs and CDs

Cannabis

growing 

Sexual 

exploitation



Why are people trafficked?

Poverty: traffickers 

exploit people who 

want to escape 

poverty

Gender discrimination: 

girls are less likely to 

have life opportunities 

than boys

Wars, natural 

disasters and 

political instability 

Family breakdowns: 

families losing 

homes or 

livelihoods

Globalisation: 

easier for people 

to move across 

border

Weak laws: 

authorities turn a 

blind eye to 

traffickers

Cycle of poverty: 

poor uneducated 

people look to 

children to work

Greener grass 

syndrome: people 

promised a better 

life elsewhere

Increased demand 

for migrant workers 

in developed 

countries



How does trafficking affect children and 
young people?

• Young people who are trafficked are exploited by 
traffickers – they do not have to be forced or tricked  
like adults.

• At least 1.2 million children in the world have been 
trafficked into a forced labour situation.

• Children have been trafficked into the UK to sell 
counterfeit DVDs, work in cannabis factories, work as 
domestic workers and prostitution



Trafficking into forced labour on a tomato 
plantation in Florida

• People trafficking occurs on 
tomato plantations in Florida

• Migrants from Haiti, Mexico 
and Guatemala trafficked 
into forced labour and kept in 
debt bondage

• The Coalition for Imakolee
Workers (CIW) works to 
raise awareness of the issue 
and lobby companies to 
ensure that they take action 
to help prevent trafficking 
and put into place decent 
working conditions 



Trafficking into forced labour on a tomato 
plantation in Florida – Antonio’s story

Antonio was 21 years old when he came from Mexico to the United States. He borrowed 
US$1700 as part of a deal outlining transportation across the border and well-paid 
construction work in California.  After being transported across the border into Arizona he 
was told he would be going to Florida to work picking tomatoes instead. On arrival at a 
labour camp in Immokalee he was delivered, with others, from one man to another. "I 
heard him say 'here are the people. You have to pay $500 for each.' That's when I 
realised I had been sold like an animal without any compassion.“

Antonio was taken to a run-down trailer where 28 workers slept on mattresses on the floor 
and shared one bathroom. "In the morning when I woke up and wanted to go outside I 
realised the door was locked. We were told we could not leave until the debt was paid off." 
He then worked for 10-12 hours a day, seven days a week. "It was hard work, very hot 
and we had to work constantly squatting down and carrying the heavy buckets of 
tomatoes. The first week I thought I'd earned good money. But from the wages I 
received he took out money for the driver, the rent, the water- everything.“

Antonio was kept under 24 hour surveillance, was not allowed to make phone-calls, and 
faced constant threats of violence to himself and his family back home. "What made me 
most scared was when I heard about the people who had tried to escape. One of 
them had been beaten very badly."

Finally after four months, he escaped when his crew-leader fell asleep in the van on a 
weekly supervised trip to the local shop. However, after having escaped Antonio 
continued to be threatened and intimidated. His perpetrators followed him and demanded 
money.



Why don’t people escape from trafficking?

Threat of violence 

against family

Restrictions on freedom 

of movement: traffickers 

remove passport/identity 

documents

Fear of authorities:

trafficked person scared 

of being imprisoned or 

deported

Debt bondage: trafficked 

person owes money to 

trafficker or his/her family

Isolation: trafficked 

person does not know the 

language of country or 

how to get around

Emotional attachment: 

trafficked person may have 

emotional attachment to 

trafficker (boyfriend or only 

person feeding them)



What you can do

• Get informed: visit www.antislavery.org and 
learn more about the issue

• Follow our work on Facebook, Twitter and 
Youtube

• Join our Campaigns Network and take action 
on slavery

• Take action on our campaign to protect 
trafficked people on 
http://www.antislavery.org/english/campaigns/
eu_trafficking_directive.aspx


